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Federation of Jewish Societies of France 
 
  (Federation des Societes Juives de France, FSJF), umbrella organization of 

Jewish immigrant societies in France, established in 1913. These societies, 

divided into groups according to geographical origin, were made up of Jews 

who had immigrated to France from Central and Eastern Europe. The fact that 

the FSJF existed at all points to the conflict between Jewish immigrants to 

France and native-born French Jews, who had their own umbrella 

organization. By the late 1930s the FSJF included over 200 immigrant 

societies. 

   After the Germans occupied northern France in 1940, most FSJF leaders 

fled to unoccupied southern France. They created underground FSJF 

committees in many areas, which took care of tens of thousands of Jews, and 

provided them with forged identity papers. When the Germans invaded 

southern France in late 1942, the FSJF set up an absorption center in the part 

of France occupied by Italy, where Jews were protected by the Italians from 

the Nazis and French authorities. The FSJF also funded Jewish youth 

organizations that smuggled Jewish children into Switzerland and sent young 

underground fighters to Palestine via Spain. In addition, the organization set 

up Partisan units in several French cities. In August 1942 the FSJF helped 

institute the Jewish Defense Committee, which encompassed all Jewish 

underground organizations. 

 

 
 


